Headteachers Newsletter January 2010

22" January 2010
Dear Parents,

The new term has started well despite the wintry weather. The school stayed open (apart
from a slightly early finish on Friday the 9") due to the commitment of staff to getting in from
far and wide. The children were able to play out on most days, if they had a change of
footwear. They were very sensible in the snow and built some great snowmen and giant
snowballs! A strange fact emerged during the snowy period: we had many less bumped
heads, falls, scrapes and cuts than we normally do at playtimes.

New Sports’ Kit
We are very grateful to Mrs Sue Taylor of Schoolwear in the village for the generous donation

of a set of team sports’ kit. Our children will look really smart when they compete against
other schools.

Year 6 children model our new team sports' kit



Residential Educational Visits

Unfortunately, it is looking increasingly unlikely that we will be able to offer the
Lemgo visit this year. There are two main reasons for this. We have no one on the
staff to step forward to lead the visit after Mrs. Monica Wood'’s retirement in the
summer. She hinted that she would probably take part for a further year, but as she
is no longer employed at the school she would not be able to lead the visit.
Teachers at the school are already heavily committed to other residential visits and
the wide range of clubs we offer the children.

The second reason is cost. With Mr. Wood involved in past visits, we enjoyed very
favourable rates from the coach company he works for. The company no longer
does continental work and quotes we have had from other companies are £1,500
to £2,000 more than we paid last year. This would push the cost of the visit up
towards £400 per person. This is a lot to ask in difficult economic times.

I know this news will disappoint people and | have always been proud that we have
been one of the few primary schools to offer an overseas visit. If you would like to
discuss the matter in more detail, please contact me at school.

Plans and preparations for the visits to Scarborough (Y4) and Borrowdale (Y5/6)
are going ahead as normal and there is a possibility of taking more children to
Borrowdale than last year. Y6 children will be given preference for the Borrowdale
visit, as it is their last year with us. Letters for these visits will follow shortly

Reminders.

School dinners are £1.90 a day (£9.50 per week). We would appreciate
dinners being paid for regular basis and ideally on a Monday morning..

Sickness/diarrhoea — medical guidelines state that children should remain at
home for 48 hours after the symptoms have stopped.

Haiti

This coming Friday (29™ Jan.) we are having a ‘Hats for Haiti Day’ to raise some
money to help the disaster relief fund. For a small contribution children can come in
non-uniform and we ask that they wear a hat of any sort.

Vacancies

We currently have vacancies for a cleaner (10 hours per week) and relief

lunchtime supervisors/kitchen staff . Please contact the school office if you are
interested.



Dates

Thursday 4 Y4 Swimming starts. (10 weeks)
February

Friday 12 February | Friends’ KS2 Disco 6.30-8 p.m.

Half Term Monday 15th — Friday 19th February
Tuesday 2 March Skipping Day

Wednesday 3 Science and Environment Day

March

Friday 5 March Mark’s Magic Kingdom (Friends’ event)
Wednesday 10 Parents Evening to 6 p.m.

March

Thursday 11 March

Parents Evening to 6 p.m.

Friday 19 March

Sports Relief day

Monday 22 March

Decorated Easter Egg Competition

Friday 26 March

Close for Easter

Tuesday 13 April

Open for summer term

Monday 3 May

May Day holiday

Summer Half Term

Monday 31 %' May — Friday 4 " June

Friday 25 June

Staff training day

Friday 23" July

Close for summer holiday

The Friends’ Association is to organise a spring or summer fair on a Saturday at
the end of the spring term or beginning of the summer term — date to be agreed.

Thank you for your continued support of the school.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Mark Alston
Headteacher




