21st July 2008
Dear Parents,

We are nearly at the end of another successful year for the school. | would just like to bring you
up to date with news from the school as we approach the summer holidays.

Mrs Ceridwen Hand retires this summer after
20 years’ service at the school. Mrs Hand tells
me that she wanted to follow her father’'s
footsteps and become a teacher for as long as
she can remember.

After graduating from Swansea University and
teacher training in Newcastle, she started her
first post in a primary school in
Northumberland. She worked in a second
Northumberland school before moving to
Swanland Primary in the East Riding.

Mrs Hand mentioned three particularly strong memories she will take with her from her time
here: playing piano with the village band as they came in to help with performances; having a
secondment to research school and village history at the Borthwick Institute in York and
building up instrument teaching at the school over the years — she is passionate about children
having this sort of educational opportunity. Seeing children progress as they move through the
school to Y6 has given her the most satisfaction in her work.

She will miss day to day contact with staff, and children as she is’ not a grandma yet!" She will
not miss rising at 6.30 a.m. in winter, playground duty on cold, wet days, computerised reports
and piles of marking.

Retirement will allow her to spend more time with her family who are spread across the
country. She also wants to improve her piano playing and to do plenty of travelling and
walking: trips to Italy and Norway are already planned with her husband who also retires this
summer.

Mrs Hand has made a significant contribution to the success of Holme on Spalding Moor
Primary school during her time here. Through her teaching and wider work she has influenced
for the better the lives of over 1000 children. She has helped build the school’s strong musical
traditions by teaching recorder and organising instrument teaching in the school. We will miss
the caring and conscientious approach she has brought to her work and, on behalf of the
children, parents, staff and governors, | would like to thank her for all she has done for the
school and wish her a long and happy retirement.



SATs Results

As you may have seen in the media, KS2 Sats this year have been plagued by administrative
failings (I could have used a blunter phrase!). This has culminated in us receiving the results
late. We have carefully checked the papers, marking and grades and feel they have been fairly
marked and the children’s efforts recognised.

Both the KS 1 and KS2 results below show that we have maintain the high level of attainment
that the school is recognised for and they are a testament to our hard-working children and
dedicated staff. Thank you for your support of the children’s learning.

Key Stage 1
Level 2 Level 3 Level 2 and above
Reading 51% 42% 93%
Writing 60% 30% 90%
Maths 51% 42% 93%
Science 60% 36% 96%
Key Stage 2
Level 4 Level 5 Level 4 and above
English 40% 53% 93%
Maths 47% 47% 94%
Science 60% 38% 98%

Sporting Successes

Earlier this month our cricket team progressed to the Yorkshire Finals at Headingley in Leeds
and came second in the competition. This is quite an achievement considering over 1000
schools originally entered the competition!

Our rugby team helped set a world record by participating in the largest tag rugby competition
ever held.. The team performed extremely well at Harewood House, Leeds to win 7 out of 9
games and got as far as the semi-final.

Both teams should be congratulated on their performances and their excellent sporting
attitudes throughout the competitions. Thank you also to Mr Smith and Mr Fisher for their
excellent coaching.

Summer Reading Challenge

If you want to encourage your child to read regularly throughout the summer holidays, the local
libraries are running their ‘Summer Reading Challenge’ . Entry is free and children are
rewarded for reading 6 books during the holiday.

Out of School Club

‘Kids on the Hill' the out of school club based on our site is looking to recruit childcare staff.
Please contact Mrs Tracy McMullen for more information: 07795 302172



Class Organisation Next Year

Foundation Stage 1 (Nursery) — Mrs Wood

Foundation Stage 2 (Reception) — Mrs Archer

Y1/2 - Mrs Wood

Y1/2 - Mrs Clowe

Y3/4 — Mrs Rush

Y3/4 — Mrs Johnson/Mrs Levitt

Mr Fisher will teach maths and literacy each morning, creating three teaching groups in Y3/4.
Y5 — Miss Dee

Y5/6 — Mr Smith

Y6 Mrs Wells

The children will have had an opportunity to spend some time with their new teachers this
morning and they will bring a letter home saying which class they are in from September.

School Meals

Unfortunately, the cost of school meals will rise by 5p from September to £1.80 per day . Rising
costs mean we are having difficulty avoiding a loss in this area. £1.80 is the Local Authority
recommended rate and compares favourably with neighbouring area such as York, where |
believe the daily charge from September will be £2.20

Term Dates Next Year

The school opens for children on Tuesday 2 "™ September 2008
Autumn term half term is the week beginning 27" October 2008
We break up for Christmas on Friday 19th December 2008
Children return for the Spring term on Tuesday 6 " January 2009
Spring term half term is the week beginning 16™ February 2009
We break up for Easter on Friday 3 " April 2009

Children return for the Summer term on Tuesday 21st April 2009
Summer Half term is the week beginning Monday 25 th May 2009
Friday 26 ™ June 2009 is an additional staff training day.

We break up for the summer holidays on Friday 17 ™ July 2009

Garden/Wildlife Area Update

We have made good progress in developing our garden/wildlife area this spring and summer.
More saplings and native shrubs have been planted in our wood area. A bog garden has been
prepared ready for planting next autumn or spring — thank you to Mrs Pat Kay, a former
teacher, for providing a mini digger for this. Vegetables are growing well in our five growing
beds and we have three benches spread around the garden on which children and staff can
take their ease!
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Residential Visits

All three of our residential visits went very well this year. The weather was kind in Scarborough
and Borrowdale and glorious in Lemgo. Many thanks to the staff and governors who took part
in the visits. As usual, our children received many compliments on their behaviour and attitude
from staff at the places we visited and from members of the public. A good example was the
letter | received from the Customer Services Manager of P. and O. Ferries shortly after the
Lemgo visit. This was written on behalf of the officers of the ‘Pride of Hull’ ferry:

‘The children were impeccably behaved and enjoyed themselves on the dance floor until being
ushered to bed. They were well behaved and polite throughout the journey and are a credit to
their teachers and their school’

Thank you for supporting the visits and all other aspects of the school throughout this year. |
hope you have an enjoyable summer.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Mark Alston
Headteacher



